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simply to ask for total annihilation. So they refused
to obey the order to go out. By November 4th
mutiny had become revolution. The red flag was
hoisted at Kiel; Soviets on the Russian model were
instituted; and the cry 'Long live the Republic* was
raised. The Revolution thus started spread with
lightning rapidity to all the great cities and ultimately
to the army itself.
On the first news of the mutiny at Kiel the Kaiser
had fled precipitately from Berlin to the army head-
quarters at Spa (October 29th). There he received
insistent demands for his abdication. He tried to
save his crown and his head by offering belated
concessions to democracy, and by appointing a new
and liberal Chancellor, Prince Max of Baden. It
was all in vain. For a week or more he wriggled
and twisted, but on November gth he had to yield.
Having expressed his intention to resign, he fled
across the frontier into neutral Holland, where he
was interned. Two days later the German army
acknowledged defeat, and saved itself from ex-
tinction by accepting the terms of an armistice
dictated by Marshal Foch.
V
At Berlin, in place of the defeated and discredited
monarchy a republic was set up under the pro-
visional headship of Friedrich Ebert, the Socialist
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